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District 1is in the northeastern corner of Washingtand includes Pend Oreille, Stevens, and

DISTRICT 1 GENERAL O VERVIEW

Ferrycounties (Figure 1). District & comprised of seangamemanagementnits (GMUS)

101 (Sherman)105(Kelly Hill), 108(Douglas) 111(Aladdin), 113(Selkirk), 117(49 Degrees

North), and 121X(Huckleberry)(Figure2). The topography is dominated by fguominent
mountain ranges that run north and sothb Selkirk, CalispellHuckleberry,and Kettle
mountainranges. There are broad valldystweerthese ranges drained by thend Oreille

Colville, Columbia,and Kettle ivers, all within theupperColumbia River watershed
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Figure 1. District 1 in northeastern Washington includesnd Oreille StevensandFerry counties
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Figure 2. Game Management Uts (GMUs) within Districtl.

Elevatiors vary from about 1,290 feet at the normal pool level of Lake Roosevelt (Reservoir) to
7,309 feet on Gypsy Rk in the north Selkirk Rang€oniferous foresis extensive within

District 1, coveringabouttwo thirds or68 percento f t h e
range land, and water features cover most of the balance.

di st rgricalturdlgand] and s c e

Over one third37 percentof the land masm District 1is publicland It is mostly national

forest, but stat®epartment oNaturalResources (DNR) and Washingtbepartment ofish

and Wildlife (WDFW) lands are also presewdditional public lands includéederal Rireau of
Land Management (BLM)United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFW&)d a few other
government agencielslost of thepubliclands outside folndianreservationsre open to public
hunting.There are large timb&ompany lands open to public hunting, although not necessarily
open to private motorized vehislé’rivate lands are typically only open to hunting by first

gaining written permission from the landowner or manager.

District 1 is weltknown for its whitetailed deer, moose, and turkey hunting opportunities.
Quality hunting opportunities also exist faher game specigmcludingmule deerplack bear,

forest grouseand cougar.

6]



Table 1 presents estimates of harvestda per killfor most game species in Districdiliring
the 2018 generahunting seasqrandhow those estimates compare to 2047 season and the 5
year averagd-or more specific information on harvest trendpermit statisticsplease éfer to
the appropriatsection in this document.

Table 1. Harvest anddays per killfor most game species found in District 1 during 87 and2018
hunting seasondAlso includedarethe 5year average and a comparison2@fl7 estimatesand 2018
estimates and the-$ear average.

Species Harvest Days/Kill
Syr ch?nge ch?nge 5-yr ch?nge ch?nge
avg. 2017 2018 (5yr) (2017) | avg. 2017 2018 (5yr) (2017)
Elk 220 222 204 -1% -71% | 119 82.3 82 -33%  -27%
Deer (both species) 5882 5034 4668 -21% -7% | 23 19.0 24 5% -12%
Black Bear 296 262 181 -39% -31% | 80 84.3 116 45% 29%
Cougar 46 50 50 8% 0% Not available
Ducks (all species) 8907 7012 9780 10% 39% | 05 05 05 0% 0%
Geese (Canada) 2614 3006 2662 2% -12%| 12 11 1.2 0% 8.5%
Merriamés Tur K 2503 2676 2966 18% 11% [ 84 8.8 9 7.5% 5.5%
Forest Grouse 14523 15633 8222 -43% -48% | 2 1.6 3 44%  88%

*Includes fall and springurkey harvest withirtcMUs 102121
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GENERAL INFORMATION, MANAGEMENT GOALS, A ND POPULATION
STATUS

All elk that occur in District 1 are Rky Mountain elk There arg¢enidentifiedelk herds in
Washingtonandelk in District 1 are part of th&elkirk ElIk Herd.Thequality of elk hunting
opportunities in District 1 vasfrom poor tofair depending on the GMU, but in general,
opportunities are marginal and harvest success is very lovElk are widely scattered in small
groups throughout the densely forested regiomootheastern Washington. As a consequence,
elk in northeastern Washington are diffictatooth survey and harvefopulation data are
limited, but there is currently no clear indication that bull to cow ratios or opportunities for
quality hunting are d#ining. The beselk huntingopportunities occur in GMUs associated with
thePend Oreillesub-herdarea which includes GMUs 113(Selkirk), 117 (49 Degrees Norjh

and 111(Aladdin). EIk hunter numbers in the Colville District have increased over the last
several years. In recent year¢DFW provided increased opportunity or season timing to
improve equity among the three hunting method groups. Hunter participation and harvest is now
well dispersed across the Colville District through all three huntingadst However, hunting
elk successfully within District 1 is no small challenge

The management objective for elk in the Colville District is being met with a sustained annual
harvest of a viable and productive elk population with desirable populaticactérsticsThe

prime bull (6 pointor morg percentage ithe 20B bull harvestall weapon typesyas25

percent

Currently, WDFW does nahakeformal estimatesr indicesof population sizéo monitorelk
populatiorsin District 1. Harvest levelfave been relatively low for the northern Selkirk Herd
compared wh other regions of Washingto@onsequently, devoting substantial resources to
surveying bull to cow ratios has not been a high priokitstead, trends in harvest, hunter
success, andatch per unit effort CPUE or its inversedaysperkill, are used as surrogates to a
formal indexor estimateWDFW recognizes the limitations of using harvest data to monitor
trends in population size and hgpe gain the resources necessarpégin moitoring
populations using formal sampling desigmshe future
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Increasing hunter harvestpcumented expansion of elk distributi@md anecdotal information

indicate that elk populations astable and possibly increasing in northeastern Washingawn.

more detailed information related to the stat
through the most recent version of thame Status and Trend Repandbr theSelkirk Ek

Herd Plan

WHICH GMU SHOULD ELK HUNTERS HUNT?

Probably the most frequent gquesti dmsisftnotom hunt
easy to answer becauseftendepends omccess to private lanthe hunting methodandthe
type ofhunting experiencdesired For example, not all GMUs are openladte archery hunters.

Many if not mosthunters are looking for a quality opportunity to harvest a matureAitibugh
large matee bulls do exist in Districl, they are not very abundaatydhunters are@isually
advisel to apply for special permit opportunitiesthin District 3(Blue Mountain} if they are
searching fothe besbpportunity to harvest a large mature &ik on public landn Region 1

Theideal GMU for most hunters would have high densities of elk, low hunter densities, high

hunter succesatesandbemo st |l y i f not entirely comprised o
hunting Unfortunately, this scenardoes not exist in any GMU that is opguring the general

elk modern firearm, archery, or muzzleloader seagsobsstrict 1 Instead, because of general

season opportunities, the GMUs with the highest elk densities tend to have the highest hunter
densities as welF-or many hunters,igh huner densities are not enough to persuaden notto

hunt in a GMJ where they see lots of el®@ther hunters prefer tount in areasvith moderate to

low numbers of ellf that means there are alwer hunters.

Table 2 provides a quickndgeneral assessment of h@istrict 1 GMUs compare with regard

to harvest, hunter numbers, and hunter success during general modern firearm, archery, and
muzzleloader seasonEhe values presented are theeeyear averages for each statisfiotal
harvest and hunter numbers were further summaklyéide number of elk harvested and hunters
per square mileThis approach was taken because comparing total harvest or hunter numbers is
not always a fair comparispasGMUSs vary insize.For examplethe average number of elk
harvested over the pabtreeyears during the general modern firearm season in GMBs

(Kelly Hill') and113(Selkirk) has beemsevenand26 elk, respectivelyTable 2) Just looking at
total harvessuggests a much higher density of elk in GMLBcompared to GMU.05.

However, when harvest is expressed as elk hagpst square milgt is an estimate of 03

and 0.@ respectivelywhich suggests elk densities are probably more similar betweéndhe
GMUs thanwhat thetotal harvest indicates.

Each GMU was rankefbr elk harvesedmile? (bulls and cows hunters/mig?, and hunter
success ratdsr the general season onljhethree ranking values wetkensunmed to produce
a final rank sunflowerrank sums are betdeThe modern firearm comparisons are rast
straightforward because bag limits and seasons are the same in each GMU.

For archery seasonsonsider that antlerless elk may be harvestedl @MUs in the early
seasonbutonly five GMUs are opeffor any bull duringate archery seasoriBhese differences
are important when comparing total harvest or hunter numbers among GMUSs.
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Table 2. Rank sum analysis that provides a quick and general comparison of how total harvest, hunter
numbers, and hunter success rates compare among GMUs during general modern firearm, archery, and
muzzleloader seasonBata presented are based otheeeyearrunning average. & a generalization,

the lower the rank sum, the better the overall elk huntpgortunity is within aGMU.

MODERN FIREARM

Harvest Hunter Density Hunter Succes

Size Harvest Hunters Rank
GMU (mi® | Total per mP Rank|Hunters per m# Rank| Success Rank| Sum

101 1,103( 3 0.00 4 104 0.09 1 2.5% 6 11
105 296 |7 0.03 3 118 0.38 2 5.2% 3
108 289 |13 0.05 1 172 0.6 4 8.8% 1
111 455 |9 0.03 3 298 0.65 5 3.5% 5 13
113 736 |25 0.4 2 612 0.8 6 4.1% 4 12
117 954 | 28 0.03 3 763 0.83 7 3.1% 4 14
121 796 | 27 0.04 2 460 0.5 3 6.3% 2 7
ARCHERY
Harvest Hunter Density Hunter Succes
Size Harvest Hunters Rank

GMU* (mi® | Total per mP Rank|Hunters per m# Rank| Success Rank| Sum

101 1,103| 3 0.00 3 71 0.07 1 7.5% 3 7
105 296 |5 0.02 1 67 0.2 4 2.9% 6 11
108 289 |5 0.02 1 S8 0.20 3 19% 1

111 455 |10 0.02 1 106 0.24 S 1760 2

113 736 |14 0.02 1 249 0.31 6 6% 4 11
117 954 |16 0.01 2 325 0.3#4 7 6% 4 13
121 796 |13 0.01 2 159 0.19 2 5% 5 9
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MUZZLELOADER

Harvest Hunter Density Hunter Succes

Size Harvest Hunters Rank
GMU (mi®) | Total per mP? Rank|Hunters per m? Rank| Success Rank| Sum
101 1,103|0 0.00 2 27 0.03 1 0% 5 8
105 296 |1 0.00 2 31 0.1 3 0% 5 10
108 289 |1 0.00 2 29 0.1 3 0% 5 10
111 455 |6 0.01 1 75 0.17 4 9.9% 1 6
113 736 |7 0.01 1 155 0.21 6 2.7™% 4 11
117 954 16 0.01 1 165 0.18 5 8.1% 3 9
121 796 |5 0.01 1 62 0.07 2 8.8% 2 5

* GMUs bolded in the archery section are open during early and late archery seAHoB81Us allow
for antlerless harvest in the early archery season.

WHAT TO EXPECT DURIN G THE 2019SEASON

Elk populationgypically do noffluctuate dramatically from year teear, but periodic severe
winters can trigger substantial eiéfs. The 201819 winter wasmoderate ando dieoffs were
detectedPopulationsavailable for harvest are expected to be similar in size compared to the
2017 and2018 season The total hunter harvest of elk in District 1 is low compared to other
WDFW districts, hovering arour2D0-300 animalgeryear since 2009

HOW TO FIND ELK

When hunting elk in District,Jhuntersshouldresearcltareasand spend plenty of time scouting
before the season openeecause it is often difficult to predietk location especially after
huntingpressure increasdslk within District 1 are scattered in small groupsoughout the
district, but some drainages hold more elk than oti\agy, if not most hunters spendreat
amountsof their time focusing oforestclearcuts, which makes a lot gense because elk often
forage in cleacuts and are highly visible when they thtowever, here are many elk (especially
bulls) that do not frequent cleauts during daylight hourdnstead, they spend most of their time
during the day in closed canopy forests, swampgoong forestMoreover, those highly visible
elk often attract many hunteis openclearcuts and thesareascan get crowded in a hurry.

From a landscape perspige, some generalities can be made that will help increase the odds of
locating elk. When going to a new area, hunters will benefit by covering as much ground as
possible and making note of areas where Hfemgign al ong r oads.0bogd | og
landingsfrom past timber harvest operaticar® an especially good place to look for sign

because they are often not graveled, which makes it easier to see fresi trisc&souting

approach will give hunters a good idea of what areas hold elk and wHeru$ their more
intensive scouting efforts.
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After those areas with abundant elk sign have been identified, hunters should fochgyimeon
elevationstands that provide cover and are adjaceapen hillsides and/or cleauts During

early seasonshen it is warm, these areas often include creek bottoms, river bottoms, or any
place tlatis nearwater.Once the season progresses and temperaturesygoally by late

October elk are not as attracted to water and the challenge of findingitéeomes more

difficult. Hunting pressure also has an effect and will force elk to use areas that provide thicker
cover or ardessaccessible to hunters becaus¢opiographical features

Later in the season, it is a good idea to consult a topographiemagpp f i nd fAbencheso
steep terrain and thick covéilk often use these areas to bed down during theAtaysnow

cover generally enhances the ability to find elk traekating right after a fresh snow usually

presents a particularly good adtage in tracking downraeindividual or group of elkLastly,

provided that nommotorized access is allowdanters should not let a locked gaten

otherwise open ardaeep them from going ian foot, horseback, or bicycte searcHor elk.

More often than not, these areas hold elk that have not received as much hunting ,pubssiure
canmake theniess skittish and easity hunt.A popular approach to hunting tleeareas is to

use mountain bikes or féite bikes which is noextremelydifficult given thenetworkof

maintained gravel roads thaequentlyoccur ontimber company lands.
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GENERAL INFORMATION, MANAGEMENT GOALS, A ND POPULATION
STATUS

In northeastern Washingtowhite-tailed deer are the most abundant deer species. Mule deer are
locally common, especially in the higher elevations and throughout Ferry County, but their
overall numbers are low compared to wiidéed deer on a district scaleeerhuning

opporturities in District 1vary fromfair to excellent depending on the GMU he best
opportunitiego harvest anule deer in District fenerallyoccur in GMUs101 (Sherman) and

121 (Huckleberry). All GMUs within thealistrict offer good opportunities to harvestvhite

tailed deer.

The whitetailed deer harvest management objective is to provide antlered and antlerless hunting
opportunity for all hunting methods whenever feasible. The buck escapement goal is to maintain
a ratio of at least 15 bucks per 100 sloetheposthunting season populati@md allow

populations to increase liyniting the amount of antlerless hunting opportunithis isall while

still attempting to maintain opportunity for all user groups.

Management goals for mule deer
are to provie conservative
hunting opportunity, maintain a
range of 15 to 19 bucks per 100
does in the pogtunting season
population, and allow population
levels to increase by managing
antlerlessunting opportunity

Surveys for deer in District 1 are
conducted bef@ themodern
firearmhunting seasorPre
seasomatioscomefrom
roadsidesurveys conducted
during August (for buck to doe
ratio) and September (for fawn
to doe ratio). Thee ground
based surveygrovide an estimate of buck ratipgor tothe modern firearnhunting season
(Figure 3)
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Figure 3. Pe-season whitdailed deer ratiosnd 90 percentonfidence intervalérom ground surveys
within District 1.

All available harvesand survey data indicate whitailed deerpopulationsappear to be

reasonabltablein all GMUs associated with District Mule deer populations appear to be

stable or slightly decreasingor more detailed information related to the statuseet in

Washington, hunters should read through the most rgeesibn of theGame Status and Trend

Report which is available fordownlad on t he de pRormomiafarinalien, we b s i t e
hunterscould alsdook at theWhite-tailed Deer Management Pland theMule Deer

Managemen®lan.

WHICH GMU SHOULD DEE R
HUNTERS HUNT?

Probably the modtequent question
from hunters is, |[AWhat GMU shoul d I
h u n Thi ¢ not easy to answer
because it depends tme hunting
methodand thetargethunting
experienceSome hunters are looking
for a quality opportunity to harvest a
mature bk, while others jat wantto
harvest any legal dear an area with
few hunters
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